By Georgi Bohrod, RRP

Designing a vacation timeshare resort is not a formulaic process.
Itis like producing a Broadway hit that brings audience kudos,
critics rave reviews and box office revenue.

With all the competition, how do you ensure a block buster?

You need the right cast of characters.

the inital roles i the timesh play, developers
who are serous about leasing their owners and focusing ther efors o the
cortect market act as a producer would, caling in a versatie creative
director while the project s still yet @ concept, The creative directof, along
with the *producer” casts the team. The cast hen works as an ensemble
‘and includes stars and supporting actors. The roles that negd to be filld for
a successful production include the leading designer, soméone specializing
in technical construction, another wuh administrative capabilmes anda

specialist, With ar r's goals,
an architectural design firm can bnng the developer's cnnoepl to fruition and
in most cases improve upon i

*As architectural designers our role is to6aptue the essence of the location
and the levelof desire of the client. Our missioi i to transcend that spirtfo
architecture and design.” said Margit E. Whitick, AIA, Principal,
Architectural Concepts Inc. (ACI) (San Diego, Calfornia), a San Diego fim
regarded as one of the Southwest's top hospitaity-orented archiectural and
interor design firms.

“Timeshare development is not as easy as taking the typical two beclroom
lock-offand ste planning with  cookie cutter. Today's timeshare resorts
callfor passion and vision,” the award-winning Whitlock says.

With the many travel and vacation ownership optons available today,
‘owners want to have a place that is unique, functional and embrace a ceftain
quality they can call their own. One project that exemplifies this philosophy
is ACI's ARDA Gold-Winning Cibola Vista Resort and Spa, a project of
Princeton Resorts Group built on 20 acres just north of Phoenix, Arizona.
The design theme reflects the early Spanish exploration of the Zuni Pueblos
of the area which they described as the “Seven Cities of Cibola," the
legendary ciis of gold and siler.

“This folklore inspired the eariist Spanish exploration of the American
Southwest, said Whilock. “We utized these legendary visons to develop
the master plan, architecture and interor design of the resort s seven
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{1 "As architectural designers our role is to capture the essence
of the location and the level of desire of the client. Qur mission is
to transcend that spirit to architecture and design.”

MarE Wiock A, Pincips ArchtcursConcpts

interrelated cities.” Qur purpose was 1o carry the theme throughout the
project down to the colors and textures of the fabric. We developed an
eclectic mix of old world and contemporary design to reflect the new
generation of explorers, the imeshare traveler’s desite to experience the
desertlandscape and resort lfestyle.” With the vertcal timeline expressed
in ruin walls that transform ino beautiful Spanish village architecture, the
project emulates a special connection to the land and history of Arizona.



Cibola Vista s comprised of six "ites." Sx ctis are owners' residentia
villas and the seventh ciy is the resort's common area which consists of an
extensive amenity core named ‘the Sunken City o Gold". There are public
and private courtyards, fountains, gardens and reflecting pools throughout
the resort, all connected with a seris of walkways o enfiance the unique
village design.

The beautful and functional environment amenitis designed for thé resort
include a trailhead buiiding and horse corral; mutple swimming pecls, one
with a lazy river feature, island oasis and whirlpool; private'Spas and
outdoor fireplaces for each of the six residential complexes; and an
8,000-square-foot day spa. The resortfagiltes include a 30,000-square-foot
lobby with a bar,fine dining restaurant, and administration and sales areas,
The project master plan includes a 100-room, four-star hotel,

Whitlock emphasizes, the owners firt impression begins at the onset with
asense of arrval’to the resort. Magnificent landscaping and clear signage
start to set the tone for the experience. At Cibola Vista the historic setting
begins with a magnificent “rin wal” maintained from original buidings of
another era. Everything from the location of the building(s), positioning of
the views and pleasing vistas created from the natural landscape play a
major role in setting the theme. In the theatre, this would be setting and
lighting design which creates the palate for a wonderful vacaion.
ACIfollowed this *setting the stage” design process to ransform Ocean
Front Developments Desert Sky Las Vegas apartment complex info a
equestian style imeshare resort Located south ofthe Las Vegas Strp, the
project s inspied by the neighboring hotellcasino and equestrian center
known as South Coast Casino.

The philosophy of setiing the stage is dominant in converting the 170 unit
apartment complex into an aractive, inviting and relaxing timeshare
community. ACI focused ther design research on the equestianii

on mankind as a catalyst for the direction of the project,i

unique detais that contribute to  successful desg
image of sticks and bricks to a restiu et

the Las Vegas strip.

‘e hustle and bustle of

Kiistine Steffen, the Diféctor of Inerior Design for Architectural Concepts
says itis notjust the exterior of the resort which builds a sense of place.
The “wow" facor needs to be in each and every unit as well truly reflecting
the theme of the sefting from the inside out

For instance in the award winning Cibola Vista, the interor units folowed
the legendary theme of the Spanish explorer but transcended itnto the
21st century. The warm, intriguing interors are an eclectic, but with a
thematic mix of te, stone, iron, ich colors and just a hint of contemporary
art. ACI emphasized travels of the explorer with maps and globes to hand
painted fles depicting the story of Cibola.

Each element of a successful resort needs to flow into the other. From the
entrance, to an inviing lobby, to the pools and actvity centers, the theme:
must be consistent and support both an enjoyable vacation and

profitable sales,

Since each project has its own sense of plage-and ifs own sense of istory,
the architectural designer must be skilled'in defining the developer's goals;
itis the role of an architectural design firn to bring the developer's concept
to fruition and even improve upon it. Most importantly this must be done
within budget and on time. No two projects are alie, but with a irn
specializing i vacation ownership and hospitalty design, you willbe one
step ahead of the game in having a dramatic blockbuster on the market with

happy owners and members at play on vacaton. /

Margit E. Whitock, AIA, has more thn 20 years of extensiv experiencé in
the design and management of multi-million dollar. nrqects that mcludws
programming, site analysis, master planning, design, construction
documents and construction administration. She directs a SIM
architectural and nterior designers and drafers in the pfeparahun of congept
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For more than 20 years, ACH' creative design professionals have been
producing beautiful and functional environments for the timeshare, fractional
and hospitalty industry.

cepts, Inc. is afull , architectural and
interiordesign fim. The company received the ARDA 2006 highest
intemational award for resort design and architecture award Cibola Vista
Resort and Spain Peoria, AZ; also thas riearly.completed the architectural
and interior design for The Bond, 2 118 unit fuxury timeshare resort in
Las Vegas, Nevada. AC] primariy focuses o the hospitay and
commertial markets. ACI's Principal, Matgit £ Whilock, AIA, is a licensed
amhwacl noris e Nevada end Texas,
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